104                                                                Disraeli

From the first divisions it was plain that Lord Melbourne's
Whig Ministry, with the support of the Irish, was going to
retain power.   For a fortnight Disraeli remained a silent
spectator of the debates.   He had a great desire to speak,
but was terribly intimidated. He saw himself set about with
great men. Opposite him, on the Ministerial bench, in front
of the official red box, was the Whig leader, Lord John
Russell, very small in his black frock-coat of old-fashioned
cut, his face half hidden beneath a hat with an enormous
brim, and with a stricken air, Lord John, the perfect symbol
of his party, who advanced the most daring ideas in the most
archaic style, and uttered the word "democracy" with an
aristocratic drawl.   Near him was Lord Palmerston, the
Foreign Secretary, with his dyed and carefully brushed side-
whiskers, Palmerston of whom Granville said that he looked
like some old retired croupier from Baden, and whom the
Whigs deemed vulgar, because he had not that ceremonious
respect for the Crown which the Whigs had always shown,
even when they were dethroning kings.   Nearer to him,
standing out against the massive table which separated the
Ministers from the Opposition, Disraeli could see from
behind the imposing figure of Sir Robert Peel, and in profile,
the brilliant Lord Stanley, with his fine curved nose, his
sensitive mouth, his curled and slightly unruly hair, Stanley
the indolent, the disdainful, the intelligent, dressed with a
carefully considered negligence that was full of lessons for
Dizzy.   Over by the entrance, amongst the Radicals, was
his friend, Bulwer; and in the midst of the Irish band, his
formidable foe, Daniel O'Connell.

He was troubled also by the contrast in this assembly
between the majesty of its ritual and its carelessness for
appearances. Nobody listened; members chattered during
the speeches and moved endlessly in and out; but the Speaker
was in robes and wig, the ushers brought in and removed the